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1. Ready for Translation: Is anyone in this Prayer Group like Enoch of Genesis 5:23-24?  If you were confused by the first sentence, then let's make it clearer.  Is anyone in this Prayer Group ready for translation at this very moment?  If you are not quite like Enoch and your character is still under development (2 Peter 1:5-8); then you are in good company, else if we don't see you again and you are not deceased, we will know that God took you from this life to be with Him.
2. Prayer Group's Culture: By culture, we mean the set of values and attitudes that define how we view the world, who we are and how we behave. The Prayer Group is a unit in training, lifelong training!  Think of yourself as special forces Christians whose aim is to do the work outlined in Matthew 10:8 by the direction of God (Acts 10:38).  "...Discipline [your] body and make it [a] slave [to the divine requirements] so that after [you have labored for] others, [you]... will NOT be disqualified" (1 Corinthians 9:27, NASB).  Our curriculum is: "Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ..." (2 Peter 3:18).  And as growth comes, expect fulfillment of Galatians 5:22-23; 2 Peter 1:5-7; 2 Corinthians 6:17; Revelation 18:4; Hebrews 11:10 and Matthew 6:20.  Let us read and assimilate these Scriptures together!  These changes require consecration, which are "...not the work of a moment or of a day.  It is NOT accomplished by bowing at the family altar, and offering up lip service, neither by public exhortation and prayer.  Our consecration to God must be a LIVING principle, interwoven with the life....  It must underlie ALL our thoughts and be the spring of EVERY action" (This Day With God {TDG}, 94.1)! 
3. Strategy for Development of Prayer Group Participants: Inward change from the teaching of the word of God (Acts 18:11) that is heard, received and obeyed (Mark 4:20; Luke 8:15 & 1 Thessalonians 2:13) on a personal level precedes and causes outward reformation in attitudes, desires and behaviors (1 Peter 1:22) and promotes fruit bearing (Matthew 13:23 & Galatians 5:23).  The standard in this Prayer Group is: Perfection of Character (Matthew 5:48)!  But we will NEVER attain unto perfection by pointing out each other's faults or instances of lack of faith!  Therefore, the preferred approach of the Bible teacher-facilitator is to emphasize Galatians 5:16 & 25.  Let us read and assimilate these Scriptures together.  
4. Urgency of Spiritual Development: Brethren, "...we are on the very borders of the eternal world..."  (TDG 117.1).  "Our lifework now should be to prepare for eternity" (TDG, 117.3).  Jesus is soon to come and I hope that each one is looking for "the day of the Lord, [which] is at hand..." (Isaiah 13:6).  I trust that everyone in our midst is daily taking of the "...oil [of the Holy Spirit] in their lamps, [that is, life]" (Matthew 25:4) so that none might be characterized as foolish (Matthew 25:3).  My hope is that none would make this request when it's too late: "...Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out" (Matthew 25:8).  Indeed, it would be devastating to attend church for most of your adult life, and in the end to express this lamentation: “The harvest is past, the summer is ended and we are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20).    
Let us "...press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14).  The Bible gives a lot of instructions.  A few follows: 
a. "A woman shall not wear that which pertains to a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment..." (Deuteronomy 22:5).    
b. "Don’t be concerned about the outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry or beautiful clothes.  ...Clothe yourselves... with the beauty that comes from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God" (1 Peter 3:3-4).  
c. "If you are a big eater, put a knife to your throat" (Proverbs 23:2, NLT).
d. The knowledgeable uses few, gracious words (Proverbs 17:27 & Ecclesiastes 10:12).  
We can keep adding to the list and grow a Pharisaical scroll and end up experiencing Romans 9:31-32 like ancient Israel did.  "...Israel... followed after the law of righteousness, [but did] not attain to the law of righteousness ...because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by works...."   Let's drive this point home!  All Scriptures were given by inspiration of God... (2 Timothy 3:16); therefore, while we each cling to a short list of memorable and favorite verses, let us also remember Scriptures such as Proverbs 6:16-18 & 21:4.  We are not here condoning cross dressing or wearing of jewelry or doing anything not sanctioned by the Scriptures, but Prayer Group members, please recognize that every infraction is NOT an abomination to the Lord, so please DON'T treat every faithless action of other group members as if we "...did not like to retain God in [our] knowledge..." (Romans 1:28).  Let's focus on serious issues, which follow!
5. The Important Stuff: Flee from the desires of your sinful nature, which we are to mortify through the Spirit (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; 1 Corinthians 15:31).  So Prayer Group members, bring holy hands (1 Timothy 2:8; Isaiah 52:11) when you come to fellowship.  AVOID, FLEE the following: "...[denying God] in works, ...[disobedience]" (Titus 1:16), "...dishonesty, ...walking in craftiness, handling the word of God deceitfully..." (2 Corinthians 2:4) "...murder, idol worship, [telling lies]" (Revelation 22:15, NLT), "lust, evil desires, ...greed..." (Colossians 3:5, NLT), "...fornication, ...adultery, effeminate [and] homosexual [behaviors, thieving, covetousness, ...swindling (cheating)], " (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, NASB); "...impurity, lustful pleasures, ...sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties and other sins like these.  ...Anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God" (Galatians 5:19-21, NLT).  John puts it this way: "Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city, [because outside the city] are dogs, ...sorcerers, ...whoremongers, ...murders, ...idolaters and whosoever [loved and made] a lie" (Revelation 22:14-15).  Read Revelation 21:2, 10 & 23!  Over the years, many have died in the faith of Jesus Christ, who desired that heavenly country (Hebrews 11:13-16).  Brethren, on which side of the city do you want to stand when the New Jerusalem relocates to the earth made new?  Is it on the Revelation 20:9 & 9:13-21 side or the Revelation 3:12 side? 
6. Sounds Good But I'm Struggling:  The Holy Spirit provides power to overcome the desires of our sinful nature.  If "the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you; just as God raised Christ from the dead, He will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit" (Romans 8:11, NLT).  And when your earthy life is filled with life from above, then "...you have NO obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do" (Romans 8:12 NLT), and you will successfully "...[crucify, that is mortify, as in make dead] the flesh with [its] affections and lusts" (Galatians 5:24 & Romans 8:13).  Do you understand why God is more willing to "...give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him" than are earthly parents "...to give good gifts unto their children..." (Matthew 7:11 & Luke 11:13)?  Without the Holy Spirit, we are powerless (John 1:12), both as Jehovah's witnesses and as overcomers of sin. 
The work of overcoming sin and faults is an internal work between each person and the Holy Spirit (John 16:13).  Recognizing this, your Bible teacher-facilitator WILL NOT PUBLICLY censure human weaknesses and lapses of faith; instead, he will open the word of God so that knowledge of God's will and reception of increasingly larger measures of God's Holy Spirit will combine with your cooperation to help each "...put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean" (Leviticus 10:10) so that God will receive us (read 2 Corinthians 6:17) and our names will be written in God's "...book of remembrance..." (Malachi 3:16) and book of life (Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15 & 21:27).  Therefore, I am asking all of us to resist talking about each other to each other (read 2 Thessalonians 3:11 & 1 Timothy 5:13) unless it is in the context of Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15 and Matthew 18:16.  

Privately, your Bible teacher-facilitator is praying for all of us that our records in heaven will read: overcomers (Revelation 3:5 & 12:11); "...washed [their] robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb" (Revelation 7:14).  We have shared the direction, the strategy and the method of growth in holiness, so ALL PHONE WARRIORS, who are also PRAYER WARRIORS, spend a lot more time offering supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks..." (1 Timothy 2:1) for Prayer Group members AND other people.  Cease and desist from all extra-curricular activities, including inspection and talk about the lives of others and speculation about their motives.  Instead, follow Acts 12:5 and 1 Thessalonians 5:17 for we do NOT want Joshua 7:1 to be OUR experience.  This counsel is NOT intended to condone sin.  If any of you have evidence that "...anyone is caught in any trespass, [then follow Galatians 6:1, NASB]; "...You who are SPIRITUAL, RESTORE such a one in a spirit of GENTLENESS...."  If any of you deal in dreams and visions, go directly to the person involved and share the revelation.  But know this: the decision and motivation to make spiritual change NEVER comes by human advisement (Acts 26:28).  Under the terms of the new covenant and the new birth (Hebrews 8:10; 10:16 & Ezekiel 11:18-20; 36:26-28), when "...the Spirit of truth... comes, He... guides... into all truth..." (John 16:13) and only those who "...sin willfully AFTER [they] have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more sacrifice for sins" (Hebrews 10:26). 
7. The Speck in Each Others' Eyes: "You will be judged in the same way you judge others. You will be measured in the same way you measure others. You look at the bit of sawdust in your friend's eye. But you pay no attention to the piece of wood in your own eye.  How can you say to your friend, 'Let me take the bit of sawdust out of your eye'? How can you say this while there is a piece of wood in your own eye?  You pretender! First take the piece of wood out of your own eye; then you will be able to see clearly to take the bit of sawdust out of your friend's eye" (Matthew 7:2-5, NIRV). 
8. Crucify Vulture-like Motivation: Your Bible teacher-facilitator assumes that those who attend the Prayer Group's Bible study are interested in righteousness, that is: doing the right things (1 John 3:7 & 10).  Therefore, behaving like buzzards, picking away at the dead flesh of others faults and faithless actions IS NOT HELPFUL.  Scripture reminds us: "... if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another" (Galatians 5:15, NASB).  We are reminded that "division will come in the church; two parties will develop (Matthew 13:25).  The wheat and tares grow together for the harvest" (Matthew 13:30 in Last Day Events {LDE}, 172.3), but God assures us that the "...chaff [will] be separated from wheat" (Luke 3:17 in LDE 173.1).  Brethren, leave the work of separation unto the Lord (Matthew 13:29) for we are not called to remedy the defects in others character, but rather ourselves (Philippians 2:12).  
How [are we to remedy the defects in our own character]?  "Draw nigh to God by secret, earnest examination of your own heart, by childlike, heartfelt, humble dependence upon God, making known all your weakness to Jesus, and by confessing your sins.  Thus you may draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you" (SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. VII {7BC}, 938.1).  With that background, let us review how the vulture-like motivation thrives so that we will know to restrain the mind and redirect it to dwell upon Scriptures and upon noble, elevating themes (Philippians 4:8 in Our High Calling {OHC}, 88.5) while, "through the help that Christ can give, we... bridle the tongue" (Proverbs 4:23 & Ephesians 4:29 in 7BC, 936.8).  
9. Known Weakness in the Church: "...The spirit of criticism, of judging one another, [is] a source of weakness in the church….  [If this was true more than 100 years ago, imagine what the state of affairs is now].  Things are spoken that should never find utterance.  Everyone who by word of mouth places an obstruction in the way of a fellow Christian has an account to settle with God" (Upward Look, {UL} 216.6).  "Let us be determined not to give place to the enemy by criticizing, by picking flaws, by disparaging others and seeking to be first.  ...Let us keep our eyes fixed upon the perfect Pattern.  The only way to avoid dissension and strife is to keep looking to Him who came to the world to save sinners, learning of Him, His meekness and lowliness.  ...If we live in Christ's presence, there will be no contention" (Signs of the Times, {ST}, Sept. 19, 1900 par. 6).
10. Evict the Spirit of Criticism: The work of judging his [brethren] has not been placed upon any [person].  "Judge not," the Savior says, "that you be not judged; for with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged:  and with what measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again."  He who takes upon himself the work of judging and criticizing others, lays himself open to the same degree of judgment and criticism.  Those who are ready to condemn their brethren, would do well to examine their own works and character.  Such an examination, honestly made, will reveal the fact that they, too, have defects of character, and have made grave blunders in their work.  If the great Judge should deal with men as they deal with their fellow workers, they would regard him as unkind and unmerciful" (Christian Leadership, {ChL} 59.2).

11. Be Sensitive to Personality Differences: "The church is made of many minds, each of whom has individuality.  I gave My life in order that men and women, by divine grace, might blend in revealing a perfect pattern of My character, while at the same time retaining their individuality.  No one has the right to destroy or submerge the individuality of any other human mind, by uttering words of criticism and faultfinding and condemnation" (Manuscript 109, July 21, 1906, "Love Toward God and Man" (UL 216.7).  "There are professing Christians who think it their duty to make every other Christian like themselves.  This is man's plan, not the plan of God.  In the church of God there is room for characters as varied as are the flowers in a garden.  In [God's] spiritual garden there are many varieties of flowers" (Our High Calling {OHC}, 254.5). 
12. Questions & Concerns about Dress: "...We must dress modestly....  In this solemn time let us all search our own hearts, repent of our sins, and humble ourselves before God.  The work is between God and our own souls.  It is an individual work, and all will have enough to do without criticizing the dress, actions and motives of their brethren and sisters.  'Seek... the Lord, all you meek of the earth, which have wrought His judgment.  Seek righteousness, seek meekness; it may be you shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.'  Here is our work.  It is not sinners who are here addressed, but all the meek of the earth, who have wrought His judgments or kept His commandments.  There is work for everyone, and if all will obey, we shall see sweet union in the ranks of Sabbathkeepers" (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, {1T} 425.3).  In the matter of attire as in everything else, we should consult with Psalm 51 and 1 Corinthians 10:31 for these instructions are the gold standards of behavior.  
13. Exemplary, Spirit-Filled Lives: "By living to minister for others man is brought into connection with Christ.  The law of service, [NOT TALK], becomes the connecting link, which binds us to God and to our fellow men" (My Life Today {ML}, 218.2).  Please read Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38; 1 Timothy 6:18; Titus 2:7 & 14; 3:8 & 14; James 2:14-26 and Revelation 22:12.  "It is not enough to argue in defense of the truth [Matthew 21:19].  The most telling evidence of its worth is seen in a godly life [Matthew 5:16]; and without this the most conclusive statements will be lacking in weight and prevailing power..." (Review & Herald {RH}, March 20, 1888 par. 14).  As we prepare to be ministers of Jesus Christ, observe and absorb the high calling of God in Christ Jesus as described in The Acts of the Apostles, page 328, paragraphs one, two and four.
The conversion of sinners and their sanctification through the truth is the strongest proof a minister can have that God has called him to the ministry. The evidence of his apostleship is written upon the hearts of those converted, and is witnessed to by their renewed lives.  Christ is formed within, the hope of glory.  A minister is greatly strengthened by these seals of his ministry.  Today the ministers of Christ should have the same witness as that which the Corinthian church bore to Paul's labors. But though in this age there are many preachers, there is a great scarcity of able, holy ministers--men filled with the love that dwelt in the heart of Christ. Pride, self-confidence, love of the world, faultfinding, bitterness, envy, are the fruit borne by many who profess the religion of Christ.  Their lives, in sharp contrast to the life of the Savior, often bear sad testimony to the character of the ministerial labor under which they were converted.  A true minister does the work of the Master.  He feels the importance of his work, realizing that he sustains to the church and to the world a relation similar to that which Christ sustained. He works untiringly to lead sinners to a nobler, higher life, that they may obtain the reward of the overcomer. 

14.  Digestion: We have come to the end of our discourse on the process of spiritual, mental and behavioral development.  You have received information to ponder, digest and assimilate!  Please review this again at your leisure.  More importantly, study the issues presented here in greater depth and follow Psalm 37:33 and 119:133 until these counsels take root, grow and bear fruit in your life (Matthew 13:8 & 23).  And like a pilot who has lifted the nose of the aircraft, piercing the air as the rear wheels lift off the tarmac, you will also say: I am committed!  But to do this: "Submit yourselves therefore to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you" (James 4:7)!  If you do these things, you will successfully resist the urge and/or proclivity to “…sow discord among the brethren” (Proverbs 6:19) by going “...up and down as a talebearer among thy people” (Leviticus 19:16).  For “the words of a talebearer are as wounds…” (Proverbs 18:8) and as fuel to fire, stirring up strife (Proverbs 26:20).  By contrast, “how beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him/[or her] that brings good tidings…” (Isaiah 52:7 & Nahum 1:15).  But to be a bearer of good tidings, “for shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News [of Christ’s ascension and seating at the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:33 & 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 8:1; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3; 10:12 & 12:2; Revelation 5:7)] so that you will be fully prepared” (Ephesians 6:15, NLT) to “…strengthen the brethren” (Luke 22:32).  
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